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I.R. Brandon (for the Commission)
Exam by Mr. Ward

Well, the Jjail was the Vancouver Jail. The
Pretrial Centre was across the streest, I believe.
Oh, so they were separate?

Yes.

In any event, 1n the Time you were there, could
vou comment on whether the number of aboriginal
or native persons passing through seemed higher
or lower percentage-wise than they would zppear
in the general population? Could you say one way
or the other?

Well, T would suspect that they were higher in
the jail population than the general population
of the city.

And, Ms. Brandon, I was looking here at Exhibit
98 in this proceeding. I Jjust want to ask you a
couple of things about a newspaper article that
appeared back in 1973 following the death of
someone named ITno Kostky in the jail and a
coroner's ingquest into that death. It mentions
that there was a jaill surgeon at the time, Dr.
Stanley Croft. Do you have a recollection of
working with a doctor at the jail in those early
davs?

Yes.

And was —-
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I.R. Brandon (for the Commission)
Exam by Mr. Ward

We had a doctor --

Go ahead. Sorry.

We had a doctor that came in on a regular basis
during the whole Time I was at the Jjail.

And by regular basis, would you mean at least
once on every shift or once every day?

Once every day.

Now, loocking at vour memorandum, which we've
marked as Exhibit 123 -- please refer to 1T 1f
vou wish to refresh your recollection on this
next point. This i1s, of course, vour summary of
what vou observed of Mr. Paul on December 5th,
1998. Do you have that?

Yes, I do.

And Towards The end of the statement you said
that he, Mr. Paul, used the doorknob and the wall
to aid him in getting to his feet. And then as
he started to make his way out of the bay, the
elevator came and the PC and myself got on To the
elevator. So you see that?

That's correct.

A1l right.

Yes.

So 1s 1t your recollection that Frank Paul was a

person at that time, December 5Hth, 19%8, who was
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I.R. Brandon (for the Commission)
Exam by Mr. Ward

able to walk, but may require some assistance,
for example, by leaning against the wall, that
sort of thing?

That's how 1t appeared to me at that time, T
believe,

So in reference to my friend Mr. Woodall's
hypothetical questions about somecne who was
completely unable to walk, based on your
observation of Mr. Paul earlier on December 5th,
1998, he was not such a person, correct?

No. That's correct.

Now, Ms. Brandon, prior to today, had vyou
testified at any corconer's inquests arising out
of any deaths that occurred at the jail during
your time there?

T believe T may have at one inquest in the past,
but I can't tell vyou any particulars about that
or even what vear that would have been.

And same gquestlon with respect Lo any prior
commlissions of inguliry into either Incidents that
coccurred 1n the Jjall over the years or into the
Jail facility itself. Did vyou testify at any
commissions, other commissions?

No, I didn't. No, I didn't.

Thank you. And there were some deaths that
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I.R. Brandon (for the Commission)
Exam by Mr. Ward

occurred at the Vancouver Jail in the 29 odd
vears you were working there, right?

That's right.

And you were aware that coroner's inquests were
held into most, if not all, of those deaths?

Yes. That's right.

Are you able to estimate how many There were?

No, T can't. You know, I Jjust don't recall that.
I know there was a number of them.

And the gquestion 1s with respect to any
recommendations that may have arisen as a result
of those inguests, did they come to your
attention as a member of the staff in some
fashion?

I don't recall them exactly. I imagine there
were some recommendations that did come to our
attention, but I, unfortunately, can't recall any
specific ones.

That wasn't gquite what I was asking. What I was
getting at was what -- sorry —-- was whether there
was a practlice whereby the pecple responsible for
the institution would circulate a bulletin or a
memorandum or perhaps post recommendations
somewhere there on the Jall premises or put them

in a binder, something like that so that staff
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I.R. Brandon (for the Commission)

Exam by Mr. Ward

would become aware of them?
T don't think so. T don't recall anything like
that.
And Just on a -- on a related polint, going back
to this old newspaper article, I'll Jjust read a
couple of passages. There's a passage here that
savs:
The jury, in this particular inguest,
alsoc recommended that the police
department discontlinue 1its practice of
putting together in cne cell a number of
persons suspected of being intoxicated.
I take it that after 1973 the drunk tank
continued to house multiple cccupants at any
glven time; 1s that right?
Yeg, 1t did.
And there's another passage here. Just the very
beginning of this article says this:
A coroner's jury Wednesday criticized the
Vancouver Pollce Department for assuming
that a person who 1s 1ncoherent and
appears drunk is actually intoxicated.
The Jjury recommended that in such cases
the person should be taken immediately To

hospital.
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I.R. Brandon (for the Commission)
Exam by Mr. Ward

Just on that point, was it impressed upon you as
one of the nurses that incoherent, apparently
badly intoxicated people should be directed to
hospital?

Certainly 1f, like -- go ahead.

Sorry. It's the time lag. 1T was going to say it
vou have a better way of responding to that, T
didn't mean to be in any way unfair to vyou.
Perhaps vyou could just say what -- what your
understanding was of the practice when presented
with people who were in a badly intoxicated
state.

We would certainly assess them in the drunk tank
and 1f we felt tThat they were at risk, we would
send them to the hospital. Now, There might have
been occasions when we would go -- we would
assess them, you know, like, maybe every 10 or 15
minutes for a period of time to sort of see if
there was improvement or, you know, before we
would actually initiate a plan.

And one last thing.

I'm —-
Oh, sorry.
Well, no. I'm Jjust golng to say I'm not sure 1f

that's answerling your guestlion or not.
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I.R. Brandon (for the Commission)
Exam by Mr. Ward

Q Yes. Thank vyou. And one last thing, and that is
yvour nurse's station or where vyou stayed in
between making rounds was in fairly close
proximity to the men's sectlion of the jaill, was
itz

A There -- there was —-- the men's flcor was the
fifth floor of the Jail and the women's floor was
the fourth floor and the nursing station was
there. So we would Just go up the stairs up to
the next level To the men's Lloor.

Q Okavy. And over the 29 odd years vou were there,
were there any significant physical improvements
to the premises from 1970 to 19997

A Not that I recall.

MR. WARD: Thank vyou wvery much. Those are my questions.

THE COMMISSTONER: Mr. Ward. Mr. Martland, did vyou have
anything further?

MR. MARTLAND: No, Mr. Commissiconer. I have no further
questions. I believe The witness may be excused.
Thank vyou.

THE COMMISSICNER: Miss Brandon, my name is Bill Davies and
IT'm conducting this inguiry. I would like to
thank vyou for taking the time and effort. T
think you came some distance to be with us by way

of video conference tToday and I appreciate the
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I.R. Brandon (for the Commission)
Exam by Mr. Ward

evidence you've given today. It has been helpful
and thank vyou wvery much.
Thank vyou.

(WITNESS EXCUSED)

THE COMMISSICNER: Mr. Martland, can you bring us up to date

ME.

MARTLAND :

on scheduling, please?
T hope so. If T might just take a moment,
please.

Mr. Commissioner, I apologize. Just for the
benefit of everyone, we are not sitting because
of counsel difficulties in scheduling Friday or
Monday. We will be reconvening Tuesday morning
with —= T believe it's Staff Sergeant Grywinski

as the next witness.

THE COMMISSICNER: All right. Did everyone hear that? We

ME.

ME.

MR.

MR.

ME.

COWPER:

TAMMEN @

MARTLAND :

KELLTIHER:

MARTLAND:

won't be sitting tomorrow or Monday, but we'll be
resuning on —-- I think you mentioned vou had a
meeting with counsel tomorrow?

We've had to move that to Monday at four. Is
anybody not avallable for that meeting?
Where 1s 1t°?

We haven't said vyet.

Are you going to tell us?

I'm only telling some people. It's a secret.

THE COMMISSICNER: Can we adjourn then for today?
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Proceedings

MR. COWPER: Yes.
THE REGISTRAR: The hearing is now adjourned until Tuesday at
9:30.
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 3:30 P.M.)

Time: 7 hours

T hereby certify the foregoing to be
a true and accurate transcript of the
proceedings transcribed herein to the

best of my skill and ability.

Kathie Tanaka, Cfficial Reporter

UNITED REPORTING SERVICE LTD.
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