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5. Yeager (for the Commission)
Exam by Mr. Ward

that they referred to i1t as breaching.

Had vyou encountered that term in that context in
the Yukon while you were doing crime and justice
reporting there?

No, I don't believe I did.

So the first time vyou became aware of this
concept of breaching somecne was in connection
with vour work here in Vancouver and in
particular with the actions of the Vancouver
Police Department in that regard?

Yes.

A1l right. And that term, of course, later came
into the news in a nctoricus case where some men
were breached from Granville Street to Stanley
Park?

Yes.

And that's the same concept of moving someone
from one part of the city to another?

Yes.

All right. The second point I wanted to ask you
about was the way the file was created and kept.
Jeannine Robinson described herself -- and these
weren't her words, but I took from her
description that she was a stickler for keepling

careful notes. Would you agree with that
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assessment?
Of Jeannine?
Yes.
Yes.

All right.

5. Yeager (for the Commission)
Exam by Mr. Ward

NOW, were you as 4a former news

reporter also someone who believed in taking

careful notes of things?

Yes.

And was 1t the practice -- was 1T your practice

and to vyour knowledge 1t was The practice of

others in the service to keep notes and to keep

them physically on the particular file?

Yes.
And as we've
was assligned
Yes.
And was it a
itself would

were matters

seen, each file -- each death file

a file number, correct?

file keeping policy that the file
remain intact, especially if there

of significant public interest or

concern arising from the file?

Every file would be Treated tThe same regardless

if there was

significant public concern and all

files were to be kept intact.

All right.

And 1t was not a policy of the

Coroners Service while you were There tThat
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5. Yeager (for the Commission)
Exam by Mr. Ward

portions of the file could be discarded for any
reason, correct?

Correct.

Did vyou vyoursell remove any part of the Frank
Paul file from the file and discard 1t?
Absolutely not.

And do vyou have any explanaticn for what Ms.
Robinson has characterized as some notes being
missing from the file?

There are definitely notes missing from the file
and T have no explanation.

You don't know how 1t came to be?

T have no idea.

All right. Thank you. And, finally, on a
subject tThat was touched on by my friends and
that is the public notification of Frank Paul's
death or otherwise. And I want to ask you this
guestion from vyour particular perspective as a
corconer in '98 with the additiocnal background as
a reporter, all right? Did vyou know in 1998 that
the Vancouver Police Department had a routine
practice of conducting media briefings at its
headquarter operations?

Yes. I was aware of that.

So eleven o'clock every morning they would brief
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MER. WARD:

5. Yeager (for the Commission)
Exam by Mr. Ward

the assembled accredited media on the news of the
davy?

Yes.

And then, and even today, the Coroners Service
had no similar practice of briefing media on any
matters within their purview, correct?

Correct.

I've seen on the web site, for example,
coccasionally a news release would be issued on a
subject of interest, but not on a specific case.
Was that the case then with the Coroners Service?
We would occasicnally issue press releases 1f we
were trying to identify somebody.

Right. And perhaps, for example, a subject like
water safety or preventing crib death or some
subject-matter like that from time to time?

On cccasion the Coroners Service has released
reports along those lines, vyes.

All right. And you yourself have —-- I think you
testified on this already, but have no knowledge
of whether the Vancouver Police Department's
media relations arm ever advised the media at one
of its briefings of the fact of Mr. Paul's death?

I have no knowledge nor would T.

Thank you. Those are my guestions.
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THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Tammen.
ME. TAMMEN: Tt will be Miss Pastine.
EXAMINATION BY MS. PASTINE:
Q Thank vyou, Mr. Commlssioner.
Miss Yeager, I'm golng To draw your

attention again to your notes. Do you still have
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those open?

Yes.

And To page 8. And you sald earlier today that
these were notes That you Took and they were
essentially directions or suggestions that vyou
were giving to Donna Lister; is that correct?
Yes.

And Tthese were areas where you thought answers
were needed To certain factual gquestlons?

Yes.

And did you recommend to Donna Lister that she
contact the Vancouver Police Department to find
out answers Lo any of Those questions?

I think some of these guestions you would need to
contact Vancouver Police Department.

And do vou recall if vyvou advised her to do that?
T would have.

You also stated earlier today that you had a

conversation with Norm Leibel sometime the spring
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5. Yeager (for the Commission)
Exam by Ms. Pastine

of 19997

Yes.

And he told you at that time that vou should
proceed by a judgment of inquiry rather than by
an inguest?

Yes.

And prior to that time, were vou told by Ms.
Robinson that she had had a conversation with
Chief Coroner Larry Campbell telling her that she
should proceed by a judgment of inquilry?

That's my understanding, ves.

Tt was vour understanding that she had spoken
with Mr. Campbell?

It would have been standard procedure to talk
to —- vyes.

And did Ms. Robinson advise vou of that before
yvour conversation with Mr. Leibel or after?

Tt would have been before. I would have been
calling Norm to double-check that that was --
continued to be the position.

And do vyou remember when she told you that Mr.
Campbell had advised her of that?

It would have been at the time of the death. It
would have been in the early days.

And so I'd just like to clarify that. If vyou
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5. Yeager (for the Commission)
Exam by Ms. Pastine

could turn to page 7 of your notes. And these
were notes that vyvou made, correct?

Yes.

And you made a note here that Sergeant Hobbs
contacted you and you had advised him that no
decision had been made as of vyvet whether to
proceed by an ingquest or not and vyet vou said now
that, in fact, Larry Campbell had advised that it
should proceed by an ingquiry. Could you clarify
That?

It doesn't mean you always agree with vyvour boss.
1 see.

Sorry. Occasionally —-—- this file -- this -- the
clrcumstances of this death were unusual because
1t was not clear-cut; that 1T was not as
clear-cut that he was actually in custody as the
majority of in-custody deaths that we receive.

So T -- Jeannine and Larry had had a
conversation. The file was continulng along.
When he called, we were not in a position to
confirm to him whether or not it was golng To go
to inguest and that would be why T made the phone
call to Norm to confirm that that was our
position.

I see.
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5. Yeager (for the Commission)
Exam by Ms. Pastine

A Okavy.

Q Thank vyou.

A Thank vyou.
COMMISSICNER: Mr. Cowper?
COWPER: I don't have any further questions.
COMMTISSTIONER: May the witness then be excused?
COWPER: Yes. T belleve so.
COMMTISSTIONER: Thank you, Miss Yeager. You are excused.
WITNESS: Thank you.

(WITNESS EXCUSED)
COMMISSTIONER: We will resume tomorrow morning, then, Mr.
Cowper, at 9:307

COWPER: Yes. I should tell counsel we have Mr. Campbell

in the morning. I'll send out an e-mail. He's
avallable from 9:30 till noon. I'll send out an
e-mail tonight. He actually has no direct

recollection of being involved in this file.
We'll have some general questions for him. T
think we can finish him by noon. I can't assure
his return if we don't finish him by noon, so
hopefully everybody will sharpen thelir pencils.
We do have the Chief Coroner Mr. Smith on Monday
for the full day and longer if necessary. And T
anticlipate the combination of those two should

deal with the guestions relating to Tthe senior
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Proceedings

management of the Coroners Service.

THE COMMISSTIONER: Very well. Thank you. We will adjourn
until 9:30 tomorrow.

THE REGISTRAR: This hearing is now adjourned until 9:30
Lomorrow morning.
(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 4:25 P.M.)

Time: 5 1/2 hours

I hereby certify the foregoing to be
a true and accurate transcript of the
proceedings transcribed herein to the

best of my skill and ability.

Kathie Tanaka, Cfficlal Reporter

UNITED REPORTING SERVICE LTD.
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